Common Council Meeting

Re-organizational Meeting

Tuesday, April 19, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand at 6:35 p.m.  Present were Mayor Ringhand, Alderpersons Aikman, Anderson, Cothard, Kooyman, Roberts, and Sornson.  Absent: Ald. Hammann and Ald. Wessels.  Staff present: Sandra Hart, City Clerk and Bill Connors, City Administrator, arriving at 6:42 p.m.

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Ald. Anderson, Ald. Cothard, and Ald. Roberts.

Roll call was taken of the new Council: Mayor Ringhand, Alderpersons Aikman, Anderson, Cothard, Kooyman, Roberts, and Sornson with Hammann and Wessels absent.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to nominate Ald. Cothard as Council President.  There were no other nominations.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to appoint The Review as the City of Evansville’s official newspaper for a term of one year.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to waive the seven-day notice on aldermanic and citizen appointments.  Motion carried.

Committee Aldermanic Appointments.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Sornson, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Aikman as Chair and Ald. Cothard and Ald. Roberts as committee members to the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Hammann and Ald. Aikman to the Plan Commission.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Wessels to the Historic Preservation Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Cothard as Chair and Ald. Sornson and Ald. Wessels as committee members to the Water & Light Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Roberts and Ald. Wessels to the Evansville Fire District and Ald. Sornson and Ald. Aikman as alternates.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Hammann as Chair and Ald. Sornson and Ald. Kooyman as committee members to the Public Works Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Kooyman and Ald. Anderson as committee members to the Economic Development Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Kooyman as Chair to the Park and Recreation Board.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Cothard as Chair and Ald. Roberts and Ald. Anderson as committee members to the Public Safety Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Ald. Kooyman and Ald. Anderson as committee members to the Redevelopment Authority.  Motion carried.

Citizen Committee Appointments.

Motion by Kooyman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Cheryl Dickert to complete the unfulfilled 2-term and Jeff Vrstal for a 3-year term to the Plan Commission.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Mayoral appointment of John Willoughby for a five-year term to the Board of Review.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kooyman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Barbara Jacobson for a three-year term to the Board of Appeals.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Sue Merritt and Karla Sendelbach for a three-year term and Barbara Jacobson to an unfulfilled one-year term to the Park Board.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Steve Hagen for a five-year term to the Housing Authority Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Jeff Farnsworth for a three-year term to the Economic Development Committee.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Sandra Decker, Betsy Ahner, and Richard Modaff for a two-year term to the Historic Preservation Committee.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Barbara Jacobson to an unfilled two-year term and Scott Brummond to a five-year term to the Police Commission.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the Mayoral appointment of Dean Arnold to a five-year term to the Redevelopment Authority.  Motion carried.

New Business.
Ald. Roberts presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-5.  Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to adopt Ordinance #2005-5, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Heavy Traffic Routes.  Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to amend the ordinance in Sec. 2, line 31, on page 1, to include the word “North” and the line will now read “North Fourth Street from West Main Street to the west city limits.”  Amendment approved.  Motion by Aikman, seconded by Kooyman, to amend line 9, page 2, to replace six thousand pounds with twelve thousand pounds; the line will now read “...340.01) in excess of twelve thousand pounds but equal to or less than thirty...”.  Amendment approved.  The original motion, as amended, carried.

Ald. Cothard presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-6. Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-6, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Speed Limits.  Motion carried.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS

As I finish my third year as Mayor, I look back at what we hoped to accomplish at the start of my first term.  During the first year we identified 5 areas of concern:  Maintaining Public Safety, managing present and developing new financial sources, increasing economic development and redevelopment opportunities, providing adequate public infrastructure and reclaiming Lake Leota.

We have made progress in all areas:  Our Public Safety has been maintained and we hired a full time EMS coordinator.   Our Police Department was awarded a Grant to purchase Homeland Security equipment.  We have a fully stocked emergency trailer that can be transported anywhere in the county if needed.
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Our budget has not received further cuts in shared revenue from the State, but that could still be a possibility.  TABOR and Tax Freezes are being proposed, but have not been passed at the State level.  We have explored and added user fees for new development.   We have not raised our City taxes for two years.

We created a new TIF District and a Redevelopment Authority to improve our downtown and surrounding area.  Grants have been provided to the Grange Mall and Evansville Pharmacy, the former Badger Coach Building and Pete's Inn.  Also in the TIF district, the Citgo Quickmart and Subway Restaurant will be relocated and enlarged at the same location (without any TIF assistance), and Nelson Young is looking at upgrading their buildings and tearing down some of their older buildings.  First Community Bank of Milton has purchased property at the intersection of Main and Exchange for a future building.   Outside the TIF district, the Bank of Evansville is building a new facility on the eastside of town.  We have not been successful in acquiring land for a new commerce park yet, we are still working on a location.

 We continue to upgrade our infrastructure (Lincoln St., completed in 2003 and Hwy 14/Union St.  project, in progress).  The new four-way intersection at E. Main St., Union St. and Exchange St. should improve traffic flow and make it easier for trucks to reach our industrial park.  Plans are being made to rebuild East and West Main St. in the downtown area in 2007, from building front to building front.  In 2008, Madison St. (Hwy 213/59) will be resurfaced and rebuilt on the North end.  The railroad crossing on Madison St. will be replaced later this year. 

Lake Leota will be drained this coming fall, it will be left empty to dry out and removal of the silt will be explored.  The new car and foot bridge were completed this past year and will be a welcome addition to our Park this summer.  New rip rap was added in the bridge area as well. The DNR has awarded the City 2 Lake Study Grants for Watershed Studies upstream of Lake Leota.

In addition to addressing these issues we are near completion on our Smart Growth Plan.  It is in the hands of the Plan Commission and a Public Hearing is being planned for June.  We settled our Labor negotiations this year and have signed contracts.  We have approved two new residential developments that will start digging this year.  We have been declared a TREE CITY for the 4th year in a row.  Our City Assessor is completing a full revaluation of all property in the city.  The Council Chamber was completed on the third floor and we have been meeting there for almost a year.  We have not remodeled the old chambers yet, but that will get done soon.  Our City Finance Director is getting our record keeping process in order and a Human Resources Administrator has been hired.  We asked for requests for proposals for City Attorney, Auditor and Planner this year.  Our former Attorney and Auditor chose not to reapply, we interviewed several firms and 
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hired Consigny, Andrews, Hemming & Grant as our Attorney,  Johnson Block as Auditors and Tim Schwecke as Planner.  Eager Free Library received a grant to provide Senior Programs and Historic Preservation Commission received a grant to update the inventory or historic homes and sites.

Projects that will be coming up soon are: rebuilding East & West Main Street in the downtown area,  design work is being completed now.  Plans for the new Westside Park are in the works at Park Board.  A new well will be constructed on the westside of town sometime this year.  The Smart Growth Plan will be implemented according to its schedule of goals.

We continue to help our community grow and develop, this could not be done without the dedication of the Council members, Department Heads and staff at all levels.  I thank you all and look forward to working with you for the next year.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Kooyman, to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approved by Council.

