Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 12, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand.  Present were Mayor Ringhand, Alderpersons Aikman, Anderson, Hammann, Kooyman, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Absent was Ald. Cothard.  Staff present: John Rasmussen, W&L Foreman; Dave Wartenweiler, Public Works Director; Mary Beaver, EMS Coordinator; Mark Kopp, City Attorney; Bill Connors, City Administrator; and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.  Police Chief McElroy arrived at 7:00 p.m.

The Agenda was approved as presented.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Wessels, to waive the reading of the Minutes of March 8, 2005 and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None

Reports of Committees.

Evansville Community Partnership.

Heidi Carvin reported they are progressing on the plans for 4th of July celebration.  ECP held their annual retreat this past Saturday and they had selected the priorities they will be focusing on this year.  They met with Bert Stitt regarding fundraising projects and the new welcome packets are well underway.

Plan Commission Report.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to approve the certified survey map (CSM) of land at the northeast corner of Union Street and East Main Street for Francois Oil Company.  Motion carried.

Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the W&L bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $552,426.84.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Kooyman, to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $510,663.81.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Mr. Connors asked that item 6.C.3., Resolution #2005-11, be stricken from the Agenda as an amendment to the Resolution could not be agreed upon at the Finance Committee.  It will be brought forward at the next meeting.
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Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution #2005-14, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Capital Projects and Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Decrease the Appropriation for Capital Projects.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Sornson, to approve Resolution #2005-15, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Provide an Appropriation for Additional Skid-Steer Loader Costs.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution #2005-16, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Include Appropriations for Capital Project Carryforwards.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Hammann, to approve Resolution #2005-17, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Decrease the Appropriation for Historic Preservation, Increase the Appropriation for Transfers Out to Capital Projects, Increase the Appropriation for Transfers In from the General Fund and Amending the Adopted 2005 City budget to Increase the Appropriation for Capital Projects.

Ald. Aikman said the Finance Committee unanimously recommended against this resolution as they felt uncomfortable with the role that was taken by a committee.  They did not believe a committee should recommend a specific direction on how unspent budgeted amounts should be used.  Ald. Kooyman said the stone monuments and statues in the park were going to be torn down and Historic Preservation asked if someone could look into the cost of rehabilitating these items and they offered to use their unspent budgeted amount to pay for repairs.  Ald. Aikman said the resolution was denied in Finance not because the use was not worthy, but they did not believe it was the appropriate path for Historic Preservation to take.  She recommended that the City obtain a cost for repairing the items and approve a budget amendment for this year to do the repairs.  The Resolution failed on a 3 – 4 roll call with Wessels, Anderson, and Sornson voting yes and Aikman, Hammann, Kooymen, and Roberts voting no.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution #2005-18, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Include an Appropriation for an Additional Capital Project.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Public Safety Committee Report.  
There was a discussion on whether the no parking signs on Water Street should be placed on the north or south side of the street.  This will be discussed at the next Public Safety Committee meeting.  In the meantime, the signs will stay on the south side.
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Public Works Committee Report.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation regarding STH 59/213 Project in 2008.  Motion carried.

Water & Light Committee Report.  None.

Economic Development Committee Report.
Ald. Kooyman reported that the Committee will be working on creating a “branding” for the City.  Branding is an identity that a community is known for, e.g. Historic Evansville.  This would then be used in coordinated public relations or advertising campaigns.

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.  None

Parks and Recreation Board Report.
Ald. Kooyman said they have been discussing plans for the new west-side park and will attempt to involve residents of the west side in the discussion.

Historic Preservation Commission Report.  None.

Fire District Report.
Ald. Roberts said the Fire District is asking Council if the City would consider purchasing the existing fire department building at 10 West Church Street for use by the Police and EMS.  They are contemplating building a new fire station.  There is no proposal at the time; it is only for future discussion.

Unfinished Business.  None.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

Ald. Hammann read the Mayoral Proclamation designating the week of May 15 – 21, 2005 as National Emergency Medical Services Week.

Ald. Aikman read the Mayoral Proclamation designating April 29, 2005 as Arbor Day.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.
Mr. Connors said now would be an opportune time for the Council to evaluate his performance, because his term of employment is up for an automatic extension.  Mayor Ringhand said she will put copies of a form Mr. Connors is using for evaluating department heads in alderperson’s mailboxes for them to use to evaluate Mr. Connors.
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New Business.

Council discussed holding special meetings of the Public Safety Committee and Common Council regarding Ordinances #2005-5 and 2005-6.  These are timely issues that need to be addressed as soon as possible.  Public Safety will try to hold a special meeting prior to Council’s Re-organization meeting to be held on April 19 when Council could vote on these two ordinances.

Motion by Wessels, seconded by Sornson, to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Police Officers represented by the Wisconsin Professional Police Association.  Motion carried.

Introduction of New Ordinances.
Ald. Kooyman presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-5, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Heavy Traffic Routes.

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-6, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Speed Limits.

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-7, Amending Municipal Code Relative to No Parking Zones.

Ald. Wessels presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-8, Rezoning Territory from Agricultural District One (A-1) to Local Business District One (B-1), Residential District One “A” (R-1A), Residential District One “B” (R-1B), Residential District One “C” (R-1C), Residential District Two (R-2), and Residential District Three (R-3).

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-9, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Front Yard Setbacks in LL-R12, LL-R15, R-1, and R-2 Zoning Districts.

Ald. Kooyman presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-10, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Sidewalks.

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-11, Amending Stop Sign Locations

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Kooyman, to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approved by Common Council.

