Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 8, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand.  Present were Mayor Ringhand, Alderpersons Aikman, Anderson, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Absent was Ald. Kooyman.  Staff present: Mary Beaver, EMT Coordinator; Scott McElroy, Police Chief; Scott George, W&L Superintendent; Dave Wartenweiler, Public Works Director; Mark Kopp, City Attorney; Bill Connors, City Administrator; and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.

Ald. Hammann amended the Agenda to move Items 6.E.1. and 2. from Public Works Committee Report to 6.F.1. and 2. Water & Light Committee Report.  The Agenda was approved as amended.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to waive the reading of the Minutes of January 13 and January 17, 2005 special meetings and the February 8, 2005 regular meeting and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.

Matt Gaboda, 552 South 6th Street, spoke opposing any development of the Lee Ringhand property south of Porter Road to anything other than agriculture.  There are stormwater drainage problems where he lives and these problems should be addressed prior to developing any more land.  There are other areas around the City that can be developed if development is needed.

Reports of Committees.

Evansville Community Partnership.
Sue Wilbur, ECP Board member, updated Council on what the ECP is doing.  Recently they joined with the Chamber of Commerce in their office on West Main Street.  They are looking for volunteers to open the office on Saturdays during the summer.  They are working with the Chamber on a newcomers welcome packet for new people moving into the City.  The Chili Cookoff was held on March 5 and it was a success.  Mathias James donated 273 bowls this year.  There  were 17 cooking contestants and Angela Tesch, former Alderperson, was the grand champion.  They have taken on the 4th of July entertainment project including booking the bands, art show, and other events.

Mr. Connors announced there are amended versions of  Resolution #2005-12 and Ordinances #2005-2 and #2005-4 that came out of the various committees that Council will be considering.
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Plan Commission Report.

Ald. Hammann presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-2.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance #2005-2, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Minimum Roadway Design Standards as amended by Plan Commission.  Ald. Wessels requested a roll call vote.  Ayes: Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, and Sornson; nays: Wessels, Aikman, and Anderson.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by  Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-9, Establishing Fees in Lieu of Making Park and Recreation Land Dedication.  Motion carried.

Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the W&L bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $448,112.09.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $2,067,067.84.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-8, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Development Assistance.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.   

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-11, Restating General Fund, EMS Fund, Library Fund, and Cemetery Fund Expenditures in the Adopted 2005 City Budget.  Mr. Connors said the City historically budgeted at the expenditure account level for each department.  But in practice the budget was reviewed as one total for each department.  Since his arrival, when an expenditure account level went over budget, a resolution was drafted for a budget amendment.  Council and department heads expressed frustration over the number of resolutions.  If, in fact, the Council wishes to make resolutions for Council control only the total department budget, then the budget should be stated at a higher detail level than what it is now.  Council will still receive detail on actual expenditures.  Ald. Hammann had concerns about losing sight of the detailed budget and believes the taxpayers would want their representatives to review a detailed budget.  Ald. Cothard said it is easier to give the department heads some control and not have Finance approve every small $10 or $15 amount.  Ald. Aikman believes it is a courtesy to the taxpayers to review these items and approve them after thoughtful consideration.  Ald. Wessels said every Committee would still review the detail for their department on a committee level.  Mayor Ringhand would like to see a compromise created and brought back to Council.  Ald. Hammann would like to see a limited dollar amount or percentage established in each category and require the Council approve any transfer over the limit.  
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Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to refer this resolution back to committee for revision.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-12, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Capital Projects and Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Decrease the Appropriation for Capital Projects as amended by the Finance Committee.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution 2005-13, Amending the Adopted 2005 City budget to Create an Appropriation for Professional Services in Other General Government from Salary and Fringes from the City Clerk/Treasurer’s budget.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Public Safety Committee Report.
Ald. Cothard presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-3.  Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-3, Amending the Municipal Code Relative to Offenses and Miscellaneous Provision.  Motion carried.

Ald. Cothard presented the second reading of Ordinance #2004-4.  Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2004-4, Amending the Municipal Code Relative to Create a Fee for Responses to False Alarms.  Motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report.

Ald. Hammann reported that the bid contract for 04EV-6, Exchange Street and Main Street Reconstruction was reviewed and awarded to G. Fox & Sons of Janesville.  There were seven bids and the awarded bid came in under budget.  He also reported that the bid contract for 04EV-7, East Main Street Utility Improvements was reviewed and awarded to R.T. Fox of Edgerton, also under budget.  The two bids were reviewed and endorsed by the City Engineer and Public Works Director.

Ald. Hammann reported that the stormwater drainage ditch cleaning on the City’s west side has been completed and widened to 15’ from Porter Road to the bridge on Croft Road and beyond.  The spreading of the dirt and seeding are all that remains on the list of action items for improving the west side stormwater drainage problem. It is ready for this spring’s rain to tell how the improvements have helped.

The Public Works Committee discussed and approved the purchase of a 1995 Vactor  rodder truck from Bruce Company for $125,000.  The new truck is newer, larger, and safer than the 1981 truck it replaced.  
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The responsibility for coordinating activities with the S.O.L.E. Committee has been transferred from the Park Board to the Public Works Committee. 

Water & Light Committee Report.

Ald. Cothard presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-4, as amended by the Water & Light Committee.  Mayor Ringhand opened the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.  No one spoke to the issue.  The public hearing closed at 7:28 p.m.  

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Sornson, to adopt Ordinance #2005-4, Establishing a Water Impact Fee.  Motion carried with Ald. Cothard abstaining from voting.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Hammann, to adopt Resolution #2005-10, Establishing a Schedule for the Water Impact Fee.  Motion carried.

Economic Development Committee Report.  None

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.  None.

Parks and Recreation Board Report.

Jim Turner, 335 S. Second Street, asked about the amount of the 2004 surplus budget money.  Mr. Connors said it appears the 2004 actual total General Fund expenditures were significantly less than the total amount budgeted, and we will know the precise amount after the auditors have completed their report.  Mr. Turner would like to see a portion of that amount deposited into a Lake Leota fund for the purpose of dredging the lake.  The lake will be drawn down by October 1 for the winter to allow the sediment to settle and then refilled with water in the spring.  Ald. Sornson suggested that the City would save money by drawing down the lake, pushing lake sediment into piles to dry out, and then allowing the general public to come and pick up as much of the dredged material as they wanted to be used for fill to help remove it at no cost to the City.  This would be cheaper than hiring someone to pickup the sediment and haul it away.  

Ald. Hammann said the Public Works Committee will be working with the S.O.L.E. Committee and the DNR for approval to drain the lake.  The City needs an action plan and timeline to make this project happen as the S.O.L.E. Committee has done a lot of the preliminary work.

Ald. Hammann reported that the new bridge in the Lake Leota Park has been completed and the City swimming pool is currently being remodeled.
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Historic Preservation Commission Report.
Ald. Wessels reported that the Historic Preservation Commission held a special meeting workshop on March 2 and it was very productive.  They plan to work with the ECP and the Grove Society to help them with their projects which in turn will help keep the history of Evansville alive.

Fire District Report.  None.

Unfinished Business.  None.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.
Mayor Ringhand presented a proclamation recognizing Triple B Investments for the renovation of the Badger Coach building at 133 North Madison Street. This is the first TIF #5 project to be completed.

Mayor Ringhand announced that the Blackhawk Technical College is looking for a volunteer to be a member of their Board.  If anyone is interested, please contact her.  

The Southwest Wisconsin Regional Economic Development Committee in Green County will be holding its annual conference on March 23 at Blackhawk Tech in Monroe.  If anyone is interested in attending, please contact her.  

City staff will be meeting with WisDOT engineers and contractors onMarch 17 regarding the Hwy. 14 reconstruction work schedule.  There will be a public meeting on March 18 at the Library for residents interested in finding out more about the project.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.
Mr. Connors announced that a Human Resources Administrator has been hired and will start March 28.  

New Business.
Ald. Sornson asked about the status of including an emergency vehicle pre-emption devise on the traffic light at the intersection of USH 14 and CTH M.  Mrs. Beaver said she had researched it and came to the conclusion that it will not benefit the EMS.  It was costly and had the potential to create accidents.  

Ald. Wessels inquired about reducing the speed limit on Hwy. M north and south of USH 14.  Mr. Connors said he will contact the Director of Rock County Public Works to discuss the issue.
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Introduction of New Ordinances.  None

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to convene into closed session pursuant to the following statutory exemption and will not reconvene into open session pursuant to Sec. 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  The Common Council will discuss potential land sale and possible new location for the Police Department.  Motion carried on a roll call vote.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approve by Council.

