Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 8, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand.  Present were Alderpersons Aikman, Anderson, Cothard, Hammann, Kooyman, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Staff present were: Mark Kopp, City Attorney; Bill Connors, City Administrator; Scott George, W&L Superintendent; Dave Wartenweiler, Director of Public Works; Scott McElroy, Police Chief; and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.

The Agenda was approved as presented.

Motion by Wessels, seconded by Cothard, to waive the reading of the January 11, 2005 Minutes and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen Appearances Other Than Agenda Items Listed.  None.

Reports of Committees.

Evansville Community Partnership.  None.

Plan Commission Report.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to approve a preliminary subdivision plat for Westfield Meadows with conditions.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to amend the  motion to specify the following conditions:

1. The final plat and construction plans must comply with all provisions of Chapter 110 of the Evansville Municipal Code.

2. Lot 52 for the commercial area must be rezoned to B-1, B-2, or O-1.

3. Lot 1 for townhouses must be rezoned to R-3.

4. Lots 30 and 45 for condominiums and senior housing must be rezoned to R-2 or R-3.

5. Lots 46 – 51 must be rezoned to R-2.

6. Lots 2, 3, 53-72, and 88-100 (35 lots, or 23% of the 152 single-family lots) must be rezoned R-1A (minimum total of 1,300 square feet on first floor and above).

7. Lots 4-7, 15-29, 41-43, 73-75, 84-87, 101-112, and 116-162 (88 lots, or 58% of the single-family lots) must be rezoned R-1B (minimum total of 1,450 square feet on first floor and above).

8. Lots 8-14, 31-40, 44, 76-83, and 113-115 (29 lots, 19% of the single-family lots) must be rezoned R-1C (minimum total of 1,600 square feet on first floor and above).
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9. The final plat must state that if an application is made, a conditional use permit will automatically be granted to construct a two-family dwelling on any of the following lots, but the applicant must obtain the Plan Commission’s approval of a site plan for each such two-family dwelling: Lots 53, 69, 73, 90, 126, 130, 138, 146 and 157.

10. Lots on which no basement will be permitted must be marked as such on the final plat.

11. Lots where the minimum elevation of the lowest window opening is critical must be marked on the final plat.

12. The only green space that will count as parkland for purposes of the parkland dedication requirement is a 15-foot-wide strip of land for the bicycle/pedestrian trail.

13. Evansville Development, Inc. will pay the cost of constructing the bicycle/pedestrian trail, except to the extent the ratio of linear feet of trail to housing units (excluding units that are part of the potential senior housing development on Lot 30) in this subdivision exceeds the ratio of linear feet of trail to housing units in the Capstone Ridge Subdivision, in which event the City will pay the cost of constructing the trail in excess of this ratio.

14. The Common Council must approve a final land divider’s agreement for the subdivision.

15. That each of the items identified in the 4/28/04 Memo from Dave Sauer to Roger Berg be addressed and approved by the City Engineer in conjunction with construction drawings.

16. That the lots having no basements be submitted for review and approved by the City Engineer and these lots then be identified on the final plat.

17. That the lots have a minimum floor or lowest allowable opening (door or window) elevation that is approved by the City Engineer and that is placed on the construction drawings.  Elevation will be set at 2 feet above 100 year flood elevation.

18. To clean out the drainage ditch to Croft Road before any construction of public improvements in the subdivision begins.  

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to amend the motion to add the following conditions:

1. That the final plat would not show the north half of the right-of-way on the west end of Porter Road that contains the roundabout. 

2. The words townhouses, commercial, senior housing and similar descriptions would not be included on the final plat.

Motion to amend the amendment passed.  Motion to amend, as amended, passed.

Original motion, as amended, carried.
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Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve an Extraterritorial Land Division, LD#2004 102, Conifer Hills Second Addition, Town of Union, Charles Rohloff, owner.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to require the utility easements as delineated by Evansville W&L appear on the plat.  Amendment carried.

Original motion, as amended, carried.

Ald. Hammann presented the second reading of Ordinance #2005-1.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance #2005-1, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Corner-lot Setbacks in LL-R12, LL-R15, R-1, and R-2 Zoning Districts, Group Development, and Setbacks in B-1 Zoning District, as amended by the Plan Commission.  Motion carried.

Mayor Ringhand announced that the Plan Commission finished reviewing the draft “Smart Growth” plan last week.  The Plan Commission will hold a public hearing soon and then forward the plan on to the Council for a second public hearing.

Finance and Labor Relations Committee.
Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the W&L bills in the amount of $497,748 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills in the amount of $1,603,290.50 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-3, Making a Preliminary Declaration of the Common Council’s Intent to Levy Special Assessments under Municipal Police Power under Sec. 66.0703, Wis. Stats.  

Motion by Sornson, seconded by Hammann, to amend Sec. 2, line 2 to read “...property fronting on both sides of Exchange Street from the intersection with East Main Street to the intersection with Water Street.”  Amendment carried.

Original motion, as amended, carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-4, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Transfer Appropriations for Various Departmental Budgets Between Line Items and to Increase Appropriations for Use of Excess Revenues.

Common Council

Page 4

February 8, 2005

Ald. Hammann requested the list of adjustments detailing the accounts as presented at Finance.  Mayor Ringhand called for a 5-minute recess at 7:00 p.m. until Mr. Connors was able to copy and distribute the list.  The meeting was called back to order at 7:05 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-5, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Include Appropriations for Capital Projects as Carryforwards from 2004.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-6, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve an Agreement for Coordination of Senior Services.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-7, Designating an Authorized Representative for Clean Water Fund Program Applications.  Motion carried.

Public Safety Committee Report.  None.

Public Works Committee Report.  None.

Water & Light Committee Report.  None.

Economic Development Committee Report.  None.

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.
Mr. Connors reported that the original agreement with Triple B Investment to reimbursement them up to $30,000  in costs for their renovation of the Badger Coach building on North Madison Street.  The project is now complete and they have been paid $24,648.38 pursuant to their request.  Recently, the City has received a request from First Community Bank of Milton for the initial payment under their agreement.  The agreement is once they purchased the new site and dedicated the right-of-way on Exchange Street that they would be entitled to a payment of $75,000.

Ald. Hammann requested that Triple B Investment be recognized through a proclamation for the renovation of Badger Coach and also saving the taxpayer’s some money.  

Parks and Recreation Board Report.  

Ald. Kooyman reported that his Committee discussed a possible referendum to increase property taxes to accumulate funds to pay for the future dredging of Lake Leota.  Troy Larson, 569 Elijah Court, member and representative for the S.O.L.E. Committee, said 
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Strand Associates and the Committee conducted another study which was built upon prior studies.  The issue that continues to develop is that the Lake quality is getting worse.  The current average depth is less than one foot.  At the rate of approximately 1” per year of the sediment settling in, there is not much time until the Lake is full of sediment.  The most recent cost for dredging the Lake is between 2 ½ - 4 million dollars.  The corner of the Lake by the railroad tracks is starting to take on wetland species and they cannot be touched.  This acreage will never be recovered as a lake.  It is getting close to a time when something cannot be done to the Lake because of the costs or there will be no regulatory support to do it.  Currently, the DNR will not prevent them from dredging the Lake.  There are not grants for dredging but there are grants for such things as a watershed study.  That study will be done upstream to identify areas where sediment is coming in so if the Lake is dredged that investment will be protected.  The Committee believes there is tremendous community support.  

Mr. Larson referred to the property tax increase approved by Belleville for a sample of what can be done.  They have a rate of $1.00 per $1,000 assessed value.  The money is being put in a designated fund for their lake restoration.  The Committee requests that the Council implement a plan to appropriate funds such that a rehabilitation project could be conducted in the next five years. 

Mayor Ringhand asked if the Committee consulted with Union Township, Village of Brooklyn or Brooklyn Township to discuss how to present the sediment from getting into the Lake.  Mr. Larson believes those issues will be discussed after the watershed study is completed later this summer. 

Ald. Kooyman said this issue has been on a long-term plan for many years but there still has not been any money set aside for it.   

Mr. Connors had a tax bill from Belleville and calculated how much more a similar house in Evansville would pay in property taxes without any increase for dredging the Lake..  Mr. Larson said that maybe a referendum for increased tax is not the answer and that is why the Committee is asking the Council to use their collective skills to try to find a creative way of funding this project.  

Mayor Ringhand said an answer could not be provided at this meeting.  Everyone in the City wants the Lake restored but no one wants to pay for it.  This project will have to be a joint effort and will need everyone’s involvement.  

Ald. Hammann said the S.O.L.E. Committee is looking for some guidance from the Council; whether it should be to start collecting revenue now and building a fund or whether there should be a public referendum.  
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Mr. Connors said to do a binding referendum, it has to be by direct legislation meaning the Committee would have to formulate a resolution for a petition and collect signatures.  The Council can only put a non-binding referendum on the ballot.  Mayor Ringhand said the Council will look at various possibilities.

Historic Preservation Commission Report.

Ald. Wessels presented the 2004 annual report prepared by Sandra Decker.  In 2004 the Committee reviewed 19 applications for building construction; 18 of which were approved and 1 was denied.  They submitted a grant application to the Wisconsin Historic Society which they will get in 2005.  Two members of the Committee attended a two-day seminar in the fall of 2004.  They nominated two commercial restoration projects for awards given by the Wisconsin Trust and Historic Preservation.  

Fire District Report.  None

Unfinished Business.  None.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.
Mayor Ringhand announced that the Wisconsin League of Municipalities will meet on February 16 for the League Legislative Day in Madison.  Anyone interested in going should contact her.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.
Mr. Connors reported working on the bargaining agreement with the association representing the police officers and he anticipates an agreement soon.  The Plan Commission would like the Finance and the W&L Committees to review the implementation chapter of the Smart Growth plan to get some sense of the cost of implementing the plan.

New Business.  None.

Introduction of New Ordinances.
Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of  Ordinance #2005-3, Amending the Municipal Code Relative to Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-4, Establishing a Water Impact Fee.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to convene into closed session pursuant to the following statutory exemption and will not reconvene into open session pursuant to Sec. 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
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bargaining reasons require a closed session.  The Common Council will discuss potential land sale and possible new location for the Police Department.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approved by Common Council.

