Board of Appeals Meeting

Wednesday, May 31, 2006, 6:00 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Harlin Miller at 6:00 PM.  Present were Eric Pease, Steve Stacey, Barbara Jacobson, Kent Englund, and Eric Pease. Staff present: Tim Schwecke, City Planner and Jim Beilke, Clerk/Treasurer.  

Jason and Rachel Kleven, 122 Prentice Street, requested a variance to add an additional 8 feet to their exiting one car garage, making it a two car garage.  Mr. Kleven presented a plan for the addition to their garage.  The applicants stated the neighbors are in favor of this addition to their garage, which would improve the appearance and add value to their home and the neighborhood.  

The Board discussed how under Section 130-153 of the Municipal Code, the variance shall not be granted unless there is an exceptional circumstance for this lot or structure.  Additionally, the variance shall not create substantial detriment to the adjacent property.  This variance application does not show an exceptional circumstance for this lot or structure.  The Board concerns were it might set precedence for other similar lots and garages and the space between the applicants’ new garage and neighbor’s building.  The Board discussed that the applicants are free to pursue purchasing land from their neighbor to build the addition to their garage, building a tangent garage with neighbor, or changing the Municipal Code.

Motion by Stacey, seconded by Miller, to deny the variance to add an additional 8 feet to the garage.  Motion carried on a 5 – 0 vote.

Motion by Pease, seconded by Stacey to adjourn.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 p.m.

Prepared by:

James Beilke

City Clerk/Treasurer

The minutes are not official until approved by the Board of Appeals at the next meeting.
