City of Evansville
Board of Appeals

Monday, August 19, 2013 at 5:00 p.m.
City Hall (third floor), 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

1. Call to Order.  Chairperson Steve Stacy called the meeting to order at ​​​5:00 p.m.  Members present: Kent Englund, Harlin Miller, Kurt Schmidt (5:03 p.m.), Chairperson Steve Stacy, and Janice Turner.  Also present: Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff, Applicant Bill Hurtley, and members of the public.
2. Approval of Agenda.  Turner made a motion, seconded by Englund, to approve the agenda. Motion approved unanimously.

Schmidt arrived at 5:03 p.m.

3. Approval of Minutes.  Chairperson Stacy noted that the minutes were missing the results of the motion at the end of item 4.A.iv. Englund made a motion, seconded by Turner, to waive the reading of the minutes from the May 13, 2013 meeting and to approve them as printed with the addition of “Motion approved unanimously” at the end of item 4.A.iv. Motion approved unanimously.

4. Action Items.
A. Public Hearing concerning a variance application for parcel number 6-27-558.1 at 130 South Fifth Street (Ward-Hurtley Funeral Home) to allow for a larger sign than is allowed by Section 130-1278(c) of the Zoning Ordinance. 

i. Initial Staff and Applicant Comments - Sidoff explained that Mr. Hurtley was applying for a larger sign than what is permitted in a R-1 district. The proposed sign would be 32 square feet, which is double the size of what is permitted in that district. Funeral homes were currently only permitted in residential districts in the City of Evansville; therefore, a zoning change for the property would not address the sign size issue. Signs in commercial districts are typically permitted to be up to 50 square feet. The proposed sign would meet the remainder of the zoning requirements for an R-1 district, including setbacks. Mr. Hurtley explained that his insurance company was concerned with the location of the business’s existing sign, as they believe it is a danger to pedestrians and bicyclists due to its proximity to the sidewalk. Hurtley noted that the proposed sign would address the safety concerns and also assist the elderly in being able to better see the sign for the funeral home. Hurtley described the proposed sign, noting the lighting would be pointed down at the sign and illumination would not affect neighbors. Miller asked if the proposed sign would be set back too far for people to see, and Hurtley explained that the proposed location was appropriate. Turner asked if the sign would be moved if the parking lot was expanded in the future. Hurtley explained that the proposed location of the sign would not change if the parking lot was expanded.
ii. Public Hearing - Chairperson Stacy opened the public hearing at 5:08 p.m. Dan Weaver, 61 S. 5th Street, noted that the large size of the lot combined with the fact that the neighbors are not close by means that the sign would not negatively affect neighbors. Hurtley noted that he talked to neighbors and they did not express concerns. Schmidt asked the height of the proposed sign, and Hurtley indicated it would be eight feet tall. Chairperson Stacy closed the public hearing at 5:10 p.m.

iii. Board of Zoning Appeals Questions and Comments - Chairperson Stacy questioned if there were exceptional circumstances and whether a possible approval of this variance would result in home-based businesses in residential areas requesting and expecting similar variances to be granted. Hurtley noted that the Evansville Manor sign is similar in size and the funeral home is required to be located in a residential district. Turner noted that the fact that the property under discussion is on a major thoroughfare and is also restricted by zoning makes granting the variance appropriate. Schmidt noted that there were exceptional circumstances related to zoning, as the property is restricted to a residential district.
iv. Motion - Miller made a motion, seconded by Turner, to approve the variance for parcel 6-27-558.1 to allow for a larger sign than is permitted in an R-1 District. 
Chairperson Stacy amended the motion to note that there are special circumstances, as a funeral home is restricted to locating in a residential district, and the lot size is exceptional, due to its larger size compared to other lots in that area. Turner seconded.  Amendment approved unanimously.
Turner amended the motion to note that there were also exceptional circumstances, in that the lot was located along a major thoroughfare. Miller seconded.  Amendment approved unanimously.
Schmidt amended the motion to note that the proposed setback for the sign of 30 feet is 3.75 times greater than what is required, Turner seconded.  Amendment approved unanimously.
Main motion, as amended, approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
5. Adjourn.  Miller made a motion, seconded by Englund, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 5:25 p.m.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Board of Appeals at its next meeting.

