City of Evansville

Unified Land Development Code Advisory Committee

Thursday, March 31, 2011, 6:00 PM

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was to order at 6:00 pm.
2. Roll Call.  Present: John Decker, John Gishnock, Michael Pierick, Tony Wyse, Roger Berg, Lori Allen, and Mason Braunschweig.  Absent: Bill Hammann.  Also present: City Planner John Stockham and City Administrator Dan Wietecha.
3. Agenda.  Wyse made a motion, seconded by Allen, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.
4. Minutes of September 30, 2010.  Wyse made a motion, seconded by Decker, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
5. Code Amendments.  

a. Sign Regulations.  Stockham explained that the Common Council and Park Board have discussed allowing a limited number of paid advertising signs in the park, in particular at the pool and park store.  The proposed ordinance has two changes to enable such signs: 1) allowing signs in the park subject to Park Board recommendation and Common Council approval and 2) listing such signs as permitted off-premises, commercial signs.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Allen, to recommend to Plan Commission an ordinance allowing certain commercial signs in public parks subject to Park Board and City Council approval.  Motion carried unanimously.
b. Subdivision Ordinance.  Stockham presented regulations for land divisions within the city’s long-range growth boundary and explained that it was a companion piece to the Plan Commission’s proposed comprehensive plan amendment.  He explained that subdivisions in the area would be required to connect to public sanitary sewer and water.  Some exceptions would allow minor adjustments to lot lines and limited development.  At length, the committee discussed the importance of planning for future development and growth and the benefits of requiring public utility service.  The committee felt one of the exceptions would be cost prohibitive and asked that a bonus be included to encourage cluster development.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Wyse, to recommend to Plan Commission an ordinance regulating land divisions in the city’s long-range growth boundary.  Motion carried unanimously.
c. Landscaping Regulations.  Stockham reviewed the past and revised landscaping point systems.  The old point system was largely dysfunctional and non-effective.  The new system was streamlined but in some cases would greatly increase the point requirements; it also included a waiver option and greater flexibility to site landscaping.  He gave an overview of a point weighting option which may more accurately reflect expected levels of landscaping.  The committee will consider this further at a future meeting.
6. Future Meeting.  A committee meeting will be scheduled in the coming months prior to Stockham’s retirement.
7. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Wyse, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously at 7:25 pm.
