City of Evansville

RESOLUTION 2011-16

In opposition to proposed State legislation repealing Wisconsin municipal utilities’ ability to collect unpaid tenant utility bills through landlord property tax bills 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin State Statute 66.0809 has for decades enabled municipal utilities to collect unpaid tenant utility bills on landlord property tax bills; and

WHEREAS, municipal utilities, including Evansville Water & Light Utility, continue to work with landlords, to the fullest extent that State law and the Wisconsin Public Service Commission allows, to ensure that utility bills are paid for by those that use them; and

WHEREAS, landlords may collect security deposits that can be used to offset unpaid tenant utility bills and other expenses; and

WHEREAS, Evansville Water & Light Utility has collected unpaid tenant utility bills through the property tax rolls, thereby reducing uncollectable accounts receivable; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 182, as currently drafted, repeals a municipal utility’s ability to collect unpaid tenant utility bills through the property tax rolls; and

WHEREAS, elimination of this utility collection tool will increase uncollectable accounts receivable, causing utility customers in good standing to bear these costs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Evansville Common Council and the Evansville Water & Light Committee oppose the passage of Assembly Bill 182, as currently drafted, which would repeal the authority of municipal utilities to collect unpaid tenant utility bills through landlord property tax bills.

Legislative action to reduce the number and size of tenant arrearages, such as enabling municipal utilities to collect deposits from tenants, and/or allowing landlords, under certain conditions, to request utility disconnections for nonpayment, are supported by the Evansville Common Council and Evansville Water & Light Committee. 

Adopted this 13th day of September, 2011. 

Sandra J. Decker, Mayor

Judy L. Walton, City Clerk
