Heroin Use Blamed For Death in Evansville This Year

By Tammy T. Pomplun

Heroin use is being blamed for the death of a 36-year-old woman, Kristy S. Petersen, who was found dead at her home on N. Union Street/N. Highway 14 in Evansville on Sat. Feb. 28, 2009. 

Kristy, a registered nurse who previously lived in the state of Oregon and Gays Mills, Wis., leaves behind a young child she had with her live-in boyfriend, Michael A. Mills. Their child, as well as Michael’s two other young children, were at the home at the time of Kristy’s death. Kristy’s son is now being cared for by Michael and his parents in Gays Mills, who had been awarded Grandparents Visitation Rights for Michael’s other two children in 2006.

Michael A. Mills, 39, formerly of Kenosha, was taken into custody for probation violation after telling a member of the Rock County Sheriff’s department that he and Kristy had used heroin before her death. A family member of Kristy’s says that Kristy had also consuming a lot of alcohol the night she died, three times the legal driving limit, and that she may have aspirated on some of her own vomit, although this was not confirmed with the coroner. 

The family member said that Kristy originally met Mike in the state of Oregon while he was on the run from Wisconsin law. After he was apprehended, he was imprisoned in Fox Lake and later moved to the prison in Oregon, Wisconsin. Kristy stayed with her family in Gays Mills while he was in Fox Lake and then moved to Evansville to be close to Mike when he was transferred to Oregon. He was released from prison right around Thanksgiving of 2008, just three months before Kristy’s death.

“We were all hoping once he got out he’d take care of her. She was lonely. She liked to drink. We were hoping that everything would be fine, that he’d be there to help her and she wouldn’t be alone anymore,” said her family member.

The family member said a “friend” of Mike’s brought over the heroin, which both Mike and Kristy snorted, while consuming alcohol. From what Mike told this family member, immediately after sniffing the heroin, Kristy got sick, and he laid her down on the couch. When he went to check on her later, she was dead. All three children were awake and in the home at the time. Reports say Mike attempted CPR before Evansville and Janesville emergency crews arrived. 

In addition to serving time in Oregon, Wis., Mike has been an inmate at Fox Lake Correctional Institute and has a record of failure to pay child support, bail jumping, two counts of manufacture/delivery of THC in Crawford County, possession of THC with intent to sell, and burglary to building or dwelling in Crawford County. After Kristy’s death, he was taken into custody for probation violation, although according to the family member he was released from custody less than three days later and is now living with his and Kristy’s child and other family members. He was ordered to attend drug and alcohol rehabilitation. 

Kristy had only one speeding ticket and two small claims cases on her Wisconsin court record. She was cremated and a service was held in Elkhorn. 

“We thought it was out of character for her (using heroin),” said the family member. “She would do anything for you. She would help you with anything you wanted help with. She was always there for you, had a good heart, was a really good person, was a good nurse.”

The full report is not being released by the Sheriff’s department as of this time, since it still an open investigation. 

