There are Heroin Dealers in Evansville, says Lieutenant

By Tammy T. Pomplun

“Do you think we have any heroin dealers here in town?”

“Yes,” was the reply of Evansville Police Lieutenant Jay Koehler. “I would say that any city that said they didn’t is completely ignoring a problem. In my personal opinion in this area, Evansville, it’s on such a small scale now and we are just trying to get our hands on who is responsible for getting it here and who is distributing it. It’s so new around here. It’s all of a really starting to become apparent here, because of the death” of Kristy Petersen.

If there are dealers here, it’s certainly because there are users here. Users come from all age levels with the biggest difference in the age groups being in how they use it. Snorting could be more popular with kids, said Lieutenant Koehler. Parents should keep an eye out for sore noses, which may be difficult to determine this spring season, considering allergies and the flu. Heroin, a white to gray powder or shiny black chocolate-chip-shaped “black tar,” is often packaged in balloons or the corner of lunch baggies, and usually comes in very small amounts, pencil-top-eraser-size for each use.

Lt. Koehler noted that sometimes teens start using heroin after going to parties with their peers, who have stolen their parents’ prescription drugs, including opiates such as Vicodin (Hydrocodone), Oxycontin or Morphine. After several uses of those drugs, the teens may become tolerant of the prescription drugs and need something similar, but stronger – and heroin, which is highly addictive, is available and affordable. They may then begin using privately, in their bedrooms or the bathrooms of their parents’ homes.

Older users and those who are addicted are more likely to inject. While one would expect to find track marks on an addict’s arms, Lt. Koehler says users often chose to inject in less noticeable places, between their toes or fingers or in their legs. Heroin paraphernalia includes tins to melt the heroin, spoons, razors, small straw-shaped objects for snorting or tourniquets and syringes for injecting.

With an opiate or heroin high, a user is typically lethargic. Heroin and opiates are primarily central nervous system depressants. The use of heroin, like the use of Vicodin, Oxycontin or Morphine typically creates physical as well as psychological dependence and tolerance.

To support their heroin addictions, users may turn to stealing from homes or to dealing heroin themselves. Heroin use in and of itself is a felony, and the punishment may depend on the quantity a person possesses. If one is in possession of several packages, it could be determined to show intent to sell. 

A Feb. 2008 police search of lockers and automobiles at Evansville High School and JC McKenna Middle School, the first in six years, in cooperation with handlers and eight police dogs from area law enforcement agencies, did not reveal any heroin or other drugs, however a few “hits” were made. Hits may occur if a narcotic substance has been touched by a person and then passed on to another item. It was not determined what caused the “hits.”

