Motorized Scooters:

The Evansville Police Department has seen an increase in the number of kids riding electric and/or motorized “Scooters”.  We have observed scooters being operated on the sidewalks, which is a violation of State Statute 346.94(1) as well as on the streets.  These electric/gas scooters are not allowed on city sidewalks or city streets.  

In Wisconsin, State Statute 340.01 (74) defines a scooter as: a motorized scooter is a “vehicle” because it is a “device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway” Therefore, a valid driver’s license is required to operate.  However, Wisconsin will not license these scooters because Federal law requires that all motor vehicles sold in the United States for on-road use meet federal safety equipment standards and that their compliance be certified by the manufacturer.  

If motorized scooters were designed for on-road use, they would be subject to equipment standards applicable to the motorcycle/motor-driven scooter vehicle type, including headlamps, turn signals, reflective devices, rear view mirrors, brake lamps and mufflers.  

Motorized scooters are considered motor vehicles pursuant State Statute 340.01 (35), and are subject to driver licensing and registration requirements. Motorized scooters do not meet federal safety equipment standards and are designed for off-road use only and thus cannot be registered in the State of Wisconsin.  Therefore, they are not allowed on streets or sidewalks.  State law accordingly largely restricts their use to private property and to “private roads and driveways.” (State Statute: 340.01(46).

Lastly, and most important, is that Scooters being operated on city sidewalks or streets tend to  create dangerous situations for pedestrians on the sidewalk as well as for drivers of vehicles on the streets.  Young children operating these scooters could hit someone on the sidewalk and injure them and/or be hit by a motor vehicle when operating the scooter on the roadway. These young scooter operators do not have the driving skills nor the knowledge of the traffic laws to be operating on the city streets.  We certainly do not want to create an unsafe situation for the scooter operator, the motor vehicle operator or the pedestrian. Everyone needs to help keep our city safe. Scooter operators need to remember that there are rules and responsibilities that accompany the operation of a scooter. The Evansville police department will vigorously enforce anyone who operates a scooter in any unlawful area or manner. If you have any questions about scooter operation, feel free to contact the Evansville Police Department at 882-2299 or visit us on the web at: http://www.ci.evansville.wi.gov/city/services/police.html









