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Chief Scott McElroy:  882-2299

The Evansville Police Department has been working jointly with the Rock County Health Department, Partners in Prevention and B.A.S.E. (Building A Safer Evansville) in coordinating a prescription drug collection drop off location here in Evansville. 
Unused, unwanted and expired prescription drugs have been misused by individuals for non-prescribed or recreational purposes at an alarming rate. In addition, small amounts of medicines have even appeared in surface and ground water. These medicines are not appropriate for landfills nor should they be simply flushed down the toilet. They need to be properly collected and subsequently destroyed.  

Illegal prescription drugs are now second only to marijuana for illegal drugs used by teenagers. Boys and girls are equally likely to abuse these drugs, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease control, {CDC} which notes a 26% use by high school seniors. Most drugs are prescribed for adults who are also parents, grandparents, relatives or neighbors. Few adults realize that their drugs pose a threat to children. “One in five teenagers is now misusing prescription drugs. That’s a tragedy,” Rock County District Attorney David O’Leary said recently at a press conference. “Our legal system is dealing with the negative effects caused by teenage drug abuse. We need to do a better job of safely handling and storing prescription drugs, and we need to show our communities how.” 

 
Since 2007, The Rock County Health Department has collected over 4200 pounds of various drugs and medicines. To assist in this project, the Evansville Police Department is working on becoming a permanent collection drop off location.  Our goal is to install a large secure drop-off collection box outside at the Evansville Police Department for citizens to anonymously drop off any unused, unwanted and expired prescription drugs. EPD staff will collect and secure all drop-offs and subsequently work with the Rock County Health Department at proper destruction of these collectables.
The costs associated with starting up this program are roughly $2,000. To date, we have received donations in the amount of $600.00.  We are accepting donations toward this project. With the support from our community, I am confident we will meet our goal.
If you have any questions about the prescription drug collection drop box, or if you would like to make a donation, please contact Chief Scott McElroy direct at (608) 882-2299, or by email at s.mcelroy@ci.evansville.wi.gov .

For more information, please visit our web page at: http://www.ci.evansville.wi.gov/city/services/police.html
Working together, we will be able to offer a safe and easy means of disposal for potentially dangerous drugs that are no longer needed.












