Important Information Before You Begin Your New Project:

Building permits are required by both City Ordinance and State Statute.  If a permit is required but not obtained, a fine may be imposed.  In addition to the fine, the permit must still be obtained.  

If your property is in the Historic District, an application and approval by the Historic Preservation Committee is required prior to obtaining a building permit. You may obtain an application from the City Clerk’s Office, Mon-Fri, 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM.

The main objective for obtaining a building permit is to ensure that the structure is constructed according to the code requirements.  This is done to make the structure safe from defects and assists in protecting the property owner and occupants.  

After you have reviewed the enclosed information, you may find that you have remaining questions specific to your project.  Please feel free to contact our building inspector at the telephone number listed below.

City of Evansville Building Inspector

(608) 882-2264

City Clerk’s Office

(608) 882-2266

Tips to Consider:

· Try to get at least three estimates.  Check contractor’s references.  Visit projects the contractor has built.  

· Check with the Register of Deeds for deed or plat restrictions prior to construction.  Building inspection and zoning do not have this information.  

· Not all garages and shed kits meet building codes.  Check with the Building Inspector before you buy a kit.  

· Finally, seal concrete floors to prevent salt damage. 
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P O Box 76

31 S Madison Street
                  Evansville WI 53536

A Building Permit is Required for:

· New home construction

· Decks

· Fences 

Maximum height – shall not exceed 6’ in height. 

Any fence in required front setback has to be 3’ maximum height, or transparent.

No barbed wire or electric fences except as approved by the Building Inspector.

No fence shall obscure a clear view of traffic at intersections or driveways or which creates a safety hazard to pedestrians or vehicular traffic. 

· A swimming pool

All swimming pools more than 18 inches deep must be completely enclosed by a fence, not less than 5 feet tall and not climbable.  

· Minor repairs or alterations valued at more than $1,000

· A garage or accessory building

· Re-roofing (valued at more than $1,000)

· Residing (valued at more than $1,000)

· New furnace, retrofit furnace and air conditioning

· Any type of electrical or plumbing work completed by someone other than the owner-occupant.  
You Do Not Need a Permit for:

· Repainting the interior or exterior of your building
· Carpeting or reflooring
· Installing storm windows and screens
· Installing gutters and downspouts
Garages, Sheds and Utility Buildings

Size:  Maximum size of a shed is 150 square feet.  

· The area occupied by any attached garage must be less than the area of the foundation of the house, and 

· The area occupied by any detached garages must be less than the area of the foundation of the house, and

· The total area of all private garages on the lot must not exceed 11% of the area of the lot, if the lot is less than 10,000 square feet, or must not exceed 13% of the lot, if the lot is 10,000 square fee or more.  

Placement:  Detached garage and sheds must be placed:  
· In excess of 3 feet from side and rear lot lines.

· Behind the front line of the house.   

· Outside of any easements.  

· Additional requirements may exist in your  

       deed restrictions.

Garages…continued: A detailed sketch of where your garage or shed will be located, the dimensions of the house and any existing garages on the lot is necessary for a building permit.  Included in the sketch should be the distance from the lot lines, the front of the house, and the relationship to the house on the lot.  

Obtaining A Building Permit

A building permit can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office at 31 South Madison Street 7:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.  Upon completion of the permitted project, please telephone the building inspector to schedule an inspection.

Information necessary for the Permit

· Name of Applicant

· Type of improvement

· Name and address of person completing the work

· Estimated cost

· Square footage of improvement if applicable

· Additional information may be required depending on the project

· License number or certification number of the person or company doing the work
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