ARTICLE IV. LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS

Sec. 130-261. Purpose of article.

The purpose of this article is to provide minimum requirements for landscaping and landscaping plans based on the amount of impervious surface on a lot or combination of lots proposed for development.

 (Ord. No. 1997-18, § 12(17.601), 1-19-1998, Ord. 2010-02)


Sec. 130-262. Intent, scope and organization of article.

(a) This article contains the standards that govern the amount, size, type, installation and maintenance of required landscaping. This article recognizes the important and diverse benefits which landscaping provides in terms of protecting the health, safety, and general welfare of the community, and implementing the master plan.  The requirements of this article are intended to:

(1) Protect and restore the natural environment throughout the development process.

(2) Reduce the negative environmental effects of development while fostering aesthetically pleasing development which will enhance the appearance and character of the community.

(3) Reduce the “heat island” effect of impervious surfaces such as parking lots by cooling the shading the surface area.

(4) Increase the compatibility of adjacent uses, by minimizing adverse impacts of noise, dust and other debris, motor vehicle headlight glare or other artificial light intrusions and other objectionable views, activities or impacts to adjacent or surrounding uses. 

(b)  
The landscaping requirements described in this article are required for all new developments and expansions of existing developments, except single-family and two-family residential dwellings.

(c)   
A "landscaping point" concept is used to provide a maximum amount of flexibility and individual preference in terms of the selection of plant materials. 

(d)
The landscaping proposed by the applicant shall address the following areas that generally require landscape treatments:

(1)
Building foundations

(2)
Street yard beautification

(3)
Parking lot and loading area screening

(4)
Buffer areas between potentially conflicting land uses

(5) 
Screening of site elements, such as trash and outside storage areas

 (Ord. No. 1997-18, § 12(17.602), 1-19-1998, Ord. 2010-02)

Sec. 130-263. Required landscaping points and landscaping plan.

(a) (a Landscaping points.  Landscaping requirements are stated in terms of the number of landscaping points required. The required number of landscaping points is dependent upon the amount of impervious surface on a lot or combination of lots proposed for development based on the landscape point requirements described in Table 1 below:
Table 1  

Landscape Point Requirements

	Impervious Surface
	Required Points

	Under 10,000 SF
	100 points per 1,000 SF

	10,000 to 19,999 SF
	80 points per 1,000 SF

	20,000 to 49,999 SF
	60 points per 1,000 SF

	50,000 SF and Over
	40 points per 1,000 SF


For purposes of interpreting this requirement, impervious surfaces include all area under principal and accessory buildings and paved surfaces.
(b) Point Scoring. A different number of points are awarded for each plant, depending upon its typical growth rate, its mature height, and whether it is a deciduous or evergreen species.  There is a minimum plant size at the time installation in order for plants to be eligible for landscape points.  In calculating the number of required landscaping points under the provisions of this article, all areas and distances for which required calculations are based shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number.  Table 2 below describes the points awarded for different plant categories.
Table 2

Landscape Points Per Plant and Minimum Installation Sizes

	Plant Category
	Landscape Points per Plant
	Minimum Permitted Plant Installation Size

	Tall deciduous tree

(40 to 100 feet)
	50
	2" caliper

	Medium deciduous tree

(30 to 40 feet)
	30
	6' tall

	Low deciduous tree

(15-30 feet)
	20
	4' tall

	Evergreen tree
	40
	5' tall

	Tall deciduous shrub

(8 to 10 feet)
	10
	36" tall

	Medium deciduous shrub

(5 to 8 feet)
	4
	24" tall

	Low deciduous shrub

(2 to 5 feet)
	2
	18" tall

	Tall to medium evergreen shrub
	8
	18" tall/wide

	Low evergreen shrub
	2
	12" tall/wide

	Decorative screening fence
	1 point per linear foot
	N/A


(c) Existing plant material.  Existing plant materials on site may be included in point calculations, if the materials are non-invasive, desirable species and will be preserved and protected during construction.

(d) Landscaping Plan. Plant materials and other elements of landscaping required to meet the standards of this article shall be clearly depicted and labeled on a landscaping plan.  Landscaping plans may be prepared by an owner, a landscape company, landscape architect, or other qualified landscape professional.  Landscaping plans shall include:  

(1) Notation of drawing scale and directional north arrow

(2) Name, address and phone number of the owner and the person who prepared the plan.

(3) Location of existing deciduous trees greater than three-inch caliper and evergreen trees 10 feet high or greater

(4) Description of plant materials to be removed

(5)  Location and schedule of proposed new plant materials listing the common name and botanical name of proposed plant materials, quantity, and plant size at installation.

(6)  Location and description of all proposed walls, fences, and other similar site landscape features.

(7)
Labeling of mulching, edging & curbing

(8)
Areas of seeding or sodding

(9) 
Areas to remain undisturbed and limits of land disturbance

(e) Landscaping plan review and approval.  Landscaping plans shall be reviewed and approved by the Plan Commission as part of the site plan review and approval process described in Article II Division 8 of this chapter.  

(f) Additional landscaping or screening. Additional landscaping or screening may be required by the Plan Commission in order achieve the intent of this section as described in Section 130-262.

(g)
Exceptions:  The Plan Commission may grant exceptions to the point requirements stated in this section in situations where there is sufficient existing or proposed landscaping to meet the intent of this article as described in Section 130-262.

 (Ord. No. 1997-18, § 12(17.603), 1-19-1998, Ord. 2010-02, Ord. 2011-07)

Sec. 130-264. Plants Suitable for South Central Wisconsin

Common species suitable for landscaping use in south central Wisconsin are listed in A Guide to Selecting Landscape Plants for Wisconsin, E.R. Hasselkus, UW Extension Publication: A2865, which is adopted by reference as a part of this section. The City and applicants shall use this publication as a guideline for plant selection.
(Ord. 2011-07)

Sec. 130-265. Installation and maintenance of landscaped areas.

(a)   Installation.    

(1) All landscaping material required by the provisions of this article shall be installed on the subject property, in accordance with the approved landscaping plan, within 365 days of the issuance of an occupancy permit for any building on the subject property.

(2) All new plant materials credited for landscape points shall be nursery-grown stock grown in accordance with the USA Standards for Nursery Stock, latest edition.  All plants shall be hardy plants suitable for south central Wisconsin climatic conditions.    All plants shall be typical of their species or variety and shall have a normal habit of growth.  Installed plant materials shall be sound, healthy and vigorous, well-branched and densely foliated when in leaf with healthy, well-developed root systems.  They shall be free of disease and insect pests, eggs, or larvae.  

(3) All pervious portions of each lot, not otherwise landscaped, shall be seeded with lawn or native ground cover unless such vegetation is already fully established.

(4) Landscaping materials, fences and berms which are located within duly recorded utility easements and/or pedestrian easements shall be located and selected so that they will not interfere with the intent of the easement.   In the event of construction activity or maintenance within a recorded easement, replacement of any plant materials or landscape features in an easement shall be the responsibility of the property owner.

(5) On corner lots in all zoning districts, no fence, wall, vegetation, hedge, planting, or structure shall be erected, placed, planted, or allowed to grow in such a manner as to obstruct the vision clearance triangle between a height of 2 1/2 feet and ten feet above the centerline grades of the intersecting streets in the area bounded by the edge of right-of-way street lines of such corner lots and a line joining the points along such street lines 15 feet from the point of intersection. If arterial streets intersect with other arterial streets or railways, the triangular vision clearance triangle shall be increased to 30 feet from the point of intersection.

 (b)   
Maintenance.  

(1)
The continued and continual maintenance of all required landscaping materials and ground cover shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property on which the materials are required. Plant material that has died shall be replaced within 365 days.  This requirement shall run with the property and is binding upon all future property owners. 

(2)
The owner of any lot or parcel in the city which is five acres or less in area shall maintain lawns, turf areas, plantings beds, and other decorative surface treatments, so as to present an attractive appearance in all yard areas in accordance with generally accepted landscaping practices in south central Wisconsin. 

(3)
Lawns shall be maintained to a height not to exceed 8 inches.
(Ord. No. 1997-18, § 12(17.613), 1-19-1998, Ord. 2010-02, Ord. 2011-07)
Secs. 130-266 -- 130-300 Reserved.

(Ord. No. 1997-18, § 12(17.604-612, 614), 1-19-1998; Ord. No. 1998-12, § 4(17.604-607,610), 9-8-1998, Ord. 2005-40, Ord. 2005-44, Ord. 2010-02, Ord. 2011-07)

