City of Evansville
RESOLUTION 2015-35

Creating an ad hoc Entrepreneurship Subcommittee to the Evansville Economic Development Committee

WHEREAS, the National Bureau of Economic Research reports that business start-ups are responsible for nearly all of U.S. net job growth every year; and

WHEREAS, the Madison Region Economic Partnership, the eight-county regional economic development organization that includes Rock County, identifies advancing innovation and entrepreneurship as one of the main components of their five-year comprehensive economic development strategy; and

WHEREAS, a strong entrepreneurial environment exists in Evansville; and

WHEREAS, the newly updated Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan identifies entrepreneurship as a focus for future local economic development efforts, based upon information obtained in the 2014 city-wide survey; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Evansville has a continuing commitment to support local and regional economic development.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that an ad hoc Entrepreneurship Subcommittee to the Evansville Economic Development Committee be created.  The Subcommittee shall act in an advisory capacity, with decision authority residing in the Economic Development Committee.  

The Subcommittee shall determine options and recommend a plan for fostering and supporting local entrepreneurship activities.  It may identify emerging opportunities to enhance Evansville entrepreneurship.  At the direction of the Economic Development Committee, it may assist in implementing Committee-approved entrepreneurship endeavors.

There shall be at least seven members of the Entrepreneurship Subcommittee, who shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Common Council. One member shall be a member of the Economic Development Committee and shall serve as chair of the Entrepreneurship Subcommittee.  The Subcommittee will be comprised of representatives of organizations that encourage local entrepreneurship, including the executive director of the Evansville Chamber of Commerce, the City of Evansville community development director, and the enterprise development director from the Madison Region Economic Partnership, as well as knowledgeable members of the business community, such as bankers, accountants, attorneys and entrepreneurs.  The Chair of the Economic Development Committee and the Mayor shall be ex officio Subcommittee members. 

Adopted this 8th day of December 2015.

                                                                  					
                                                                  Sandra J. Decker, Mayor
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                                                                  Judy L. Walton, City Clerk
