City of Evansville
RESOLUTION 2015-18

A Resolution in Support of Sustainable and Adequate Funding for
Wisconsin’s Transportation System

WHEREAS, Wisconsin local governments are responsible for about 90% of the road miles in the state; and

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin economy is dependent upon city and village streets, county and town roads, as well as transit systems across the state; and

WHEREAS, according to a report commissioned by the Local Government Institute of Wisconsin, the condition of Wisconsin’s highways is now in the bottom third of the country; and

WHEREAS, state funding for local roads in Wisconsin has failed to keep up with costs over the past several decades, adversely affecting local transportation infrastructure and finances; and 

WHEREAS, levy limits do not allow local governments to make up for the long-inadequate state funding; and 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s over-reliance on bonding and underutilization of user-based funding sources such as vehicle registration fees and the state gas tax are resulting in an increased portion of transportation funding going to debt service rather than funding local transportation needs; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Finance and Policy Commission, appointed by the Governor and Legislature, reports that the condition of both our state and local roads will deteriorate significantly over the next decade if Wisconsin fails to adjust its user fees.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Evansville Common Council supports a sustainable solution to provide adequate Wisconsin transportation system funding that includes a responsible level of bonding and adjustment of user fees.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that time is of the essence, and every month that state and local repairs are deferred results in increased costs to taxpayers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Evansville Common Council directs the Clerk to send a copy of this resolution to Governor Scott Walker, Senator Janis Ringhand, and Representative Mark Spreitzer.

Adopted this 14th day of July, 2015


                                                                         _________________________
                                                                         Sandra J. Decker, Mayor

[bookmark: _GoBack]
                                          ATTEST:               _________________________
                                                                         Judy L. Walton, City Clerk
