


City of Evansville

Resolution 2015-07, in Recognition and Support of
The Ice Age National Scenic Trail as a State of Wisconsin
Ecotourism Treasure


WHEREAS, in 1980 the U.S. Congress designated the Ice Age Trail as a National Scenic Trail and the Wisconsin Legislature designated the Ice Age Trail as a State Scenic Trail in 1987; and

WHEREAS, today the National Park Service administers the trail in cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the non-profit Ice Age Trail Alliance; and

WHEREAS, the Ice Age Trail offers outdoor enthusiasts and students more than 600 miles of premier hiking and educational experiences and will travel 1,200 miles across Wisconsin when completed; and

WHEREAS, unconnected sections of the Trail have been completed in Rock County and the National Park Service is currently planning completion of the Trail through Rock County; and

WHEREAS, the Trail route generally follows the end moraines of the most recent glaciation; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Evansville, located at the terminus of the Johnstown Moraine and home of the beautiful Leonard-Leota Park Historic District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is being considered for inclusion in the Trail corridor; and

WHEREAS, a 2012 study by the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater found that the Ice Age Trail attracts 1.2 million visitors annually and contributes $113 million to Wisconsin’s economy yearly; and

WHEREAS, the City of Evansville has undertaken a Wisconsin Department of Tourism community tourism assessment and understands the economic value of our outstanding local natural resources; and

WHEREAS, Trail development can involve land acquisitions and purchase of permanent right-of-ways utilizing federal grants and monies from the Wisconsin Stewardship Program; and 

WHEREAS, since 1991 the Ice Age Trail Alliance has used Stewardship Program funding to purchase more than 3,300 acres for the Trail; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed 2015-2017 State of Wisconsin budget includes a moratorium on acquisition of land by the Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship Program until 2028, and will cause disruption in future Trail development and reduce potential positive economic impacts to Wisconsin.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Sandra Decker, Mayor of the City of Evansville, along with the Evansville Common Council, heartily support the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and do hereby encourage the Wisconsin Legislature to continue Stewardship Program funding of land acquisition for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail to maximize the economic and natural resource benefits to Wisconsin.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adopted this 17th day of April, 2015.


                                                                    _________________________
                                                                    Sandra Decker, Mayor


                            ATTEST:                        _________________________
                                                                    Judy Walton, City Clerk




