City of Evansville
RESOLUTION 2014-06 in Support of

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 2014

WHEREAS, “Why Birds Matter” is the theme for International Migratory Bird Day in 2014; and

WHEREAS, migratory birds are symbols of spring to many citizens and are some of the most beautiful and easily observed wildlife that share our communities; and

WHEREAS, birds are important for plant pollination, seed dispersal, and insect control; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wisconsin is the second “birdiest” state in the U.S., with only Vermont having more birdwatchers; and

WHEREAS, migratory birds and their habitats are declining throughout the Americas, facing growing threats to their migration routes and their summer and winter homes; and

WHEREAS, public awareness and concern are crucial components of migratory bird conservation, with informed bird enthusiasts directly contributing to maintenance of healthy bird populations; and

WHEREAS, Evansville citizens actively participate in bird monitoring/counts and work with school groups, scout troops, and the public on bird education and conservation activities such as the Grove Community School Forest Trail and the Evansville Earth Day Energy Fair; and

WHEREAS, the City of Evansville has been recognized as a Bird City for three years, achieving the “high flyer” award for exceptional bird conservation and education initiatives in 2013 and 2014; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of people will observe International Migratory Bird Day throughout the Americas, gathering in town parks, schools, nature centers, and wildlife refuges to learn about birds, appreciate their beauty and importance; and

WHEREAS, a Lake Leota bird walk, a Bird Art Exhibition at Creekside Place, a presentation on the extinct passenger pigeon by ornithologist Dr. Stanley Temple, and a local team of birders participating in the 2014 Great Wisconsin Birdathon effort are examples of International Migratory Bird Day activities in Evansville scheduled throughout the months of May and June 2014. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Sandra Decker, Mayor of the City of Evansville, along with the Evansville Common Council, do hereby encourage the citizen celebration of birds by participation in Evansville International Migratory Bird Day education and conservation activities. 

Adopted this 8th day of April, 2014.

                                                                              ___________________________
                                                                              Sandra Decker, Mayor


                    			ATTEST:              ___________________________
                                                                              Judy Walton, City Clerk
