City of Evansville

MAYORAL PROCLAMATION

ARBOR DAY 2009

WHEREAS, Arbor Day has been recognized for over 125 years in the United States and was the first environmental awareness celebration in our country; and

WHEREAS, the observance of Arbor Day has proven so popular that it has become law or been recognized by all fifty state governments and in over fifty countries in the world; and
WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our fires, and countless other wood products; and

WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS, Evansville citizens celebrated Arbor Day the past several years by holding the Evansville Energy Fair, and arranged for the distribution of free trees from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources during the Fair; and

WHEREAS, citizens of Evansville have recently established the Grove School/Community Forest Trail for the education and enjoyment of the public; and

WHEREAS, the City of Evansville has been named a “Tree City USA” for the past eight years by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Sandra Decker, proclaim April 24, 2009, as Arbor Day in the City of Evansville.  I ask all of our citizens to be good environmental stewards and care for our trees.

Dated this 14th Day of April, 2009.

                                                                      _________________________________

                                                                      Sandra Decker, Mayor

ATTEST:

                                                                      _________________________________

                                                                      Judy Walton, City Clerk

