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“TAKING BACK UNWANTED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS”

Evansville, Wisconsin – On May 16, 2015, the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) will coordinate a Prescription Drug Take Back Initiative throughout Wisconsin.  This Initiative is a continuation of the collaborative efforts previously conducted by the DEA with state and local law enforcement agencies.  The focus is on removing potentially dangerous pharmaceutical substances from our state's medicine cabinets and preventing them from going into our water supply.  

From 8am-11am on Saturday May 16th, 2015 the Evansville Police Department and the Department of Justice (DOJ) will give the public another opportunity to help prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs.  Everyone is encouraged to bring any and all medications for disposal to the Evansville Police Department located at 10 W. Church Street, in the City of Evansville.  This includes controlled, non-controlled, and over-the-counter substances.  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked.

This one-day effort will continue to bring focus to the issue of pharmaceutical controlled substance abuse.  This is a great opportunity for the public to safely dispose of old, outdated, expired, or unwanted medications. No businesses allowed. All waste pharmaceuticals must be generated by a household.

The Prescription Drug Take Back Initiative’s goal is to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposal, while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of these medications. Unused or expired medicine should never be flushed or poured down the drain. Water reclamation facilities are not designed to remove all of them and trace amounts of pharmaceuticals are showing up in rivers and lakes around the world. 

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue.  Medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs.  

The Evansville Police Department also offers a drug drop off box available free to the public 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. However, on May 16th, 2015 we are hoping that the public will take the time to come in to the department as Evansville Police Department staff will be available to take any and all medications, prescriptions, etc. and see that each is disposed of properly. Pills should be left in the original packaging or placed in a plastic or paper bag, and turned in. Liquids must remain in their original packaging.

In addition, for this one day only, the Evansville Police Department will accept sharps if they are in an approved sharps container. We will not accept sharps in anything else, no exceptions. We will have a limited supply of approved sharps containers available on this day (please note that most locations do NOT accept sharps).

Ultimately, our goal is to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposal, while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of these medications. Let’s work together to keep these medications out of our homes, our landfills, our waters and away from our children!
