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NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL TAKE-BACK INITIATIVE (NTBI VIII) 

(Sponsored by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA))

Evansville Police Officers will be: “TAKING BACK UNWANTED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS”

April 26th, 2014 at the Evansville Police Department 
Evansville, Wisconsin – The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day aims to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposal, while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of these medications.

On Saturday April 26th, from 8am-11am, the Evansville Police Department and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) will give the public the opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs.  Bring your medications for disposal to the Evansville Police Department located at 10 West Church Street, in the City of Evansville.  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked.

Like the seven previous collection efforts, NTBI VIII is a collaborative effort with state and local law enforcement agencies focused on removing potentially dangerous pharmaceutical controlled substances from our nation’s medicine cabinets.  

During the NTBI held last October, a total of 647,211 pounds (324 tons) of prescription medications were collected nationally from members of the public at more than 5,683 locations that were available in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories. This was the second-largest collection of medications in seven Take-Back Days. When the results of the seven events to date are combined, the DEA and its state, local, and tribal law-enforcement and community partners have removed over 3.4 million pounds (1,733 tons) of medication from circulation. 

Last October, Wisconsin residents turned in approximately 19.25 tons (38,506 lbs) of expired, unused or unwanted prescription medications at 174 collection locations statewide.  Over 145 Wisconsin law enforcement organizations participated in this effort.

In addition to this day, the Evansville Police department offers a drug drop off box available to the public 24 four hours a day, 365 days a year. However, on April 26th, we are hoping that the public will take the time to come to the department as police department staff will be available to take any and all medications, prescriptions, etc. and see that each is disposed of properly. Pills can be left in the original packaging or placed in a plastic or paper bag, and turned in. Liquids must remain in their original packaging.

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue.  Medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs.  Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition, Americans are now advised that their usual methods for disposing of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash—both pose potential safety and health hazards. 

The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day goal is to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposal, while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of these medications.

If anyone has any question, please contact Chief Scott McElroy at 608-882-2299.

