“Wednesday Walks” Comes to Evansville

The Rock County “Wednesday Walks” program will have a walking tour of the Evansville Historic District on Wednesday, August 17.  “Wednesday Walks” is a new program of the Rock County Council on Aging, and is designed to encourage exercise, knowledge, and self-reliance for seniors while viewing Rock County’s interesting sites.  The program was initiated by Scott Henning, Mobility Coordinator of the Council, who modeled it after a similar activity in Portland, Oregon.
The Evansville edition of the program is co-sponsored by Creekside Place Community/Senior Center and by Evansville Grove Society.  The Evansville tour will start at the Eager Economy Store, 7 East Main Street at 10:00 a.m. on the 17th.  Participants who arrive early can view the historic Baker windmills in the atrium, as well as the displays of historic Evansville photos and other artifacts.  The brick pavement of Main Street, initially installed in 1914, was recently restored using the original paving bricks.
The narrated tour will proceed west on Main Street, with stops in the Grange Store and the Eager Free Public Library.  At Second Street the tour will turn south to Church Street, and then proceed east to Madison Street.  From the intersection of Church and Madison Streets the tour will return to the point of beginning.  A leisurely pace will be maintained, and the tour will last about an hour and a quarter.

The tour will cover the heart of the Evansville Historic District, which was the second National Register Historic District to be established in Wisconsin (1978). The entire District encompasses approximately 15 city blocks and contains more than 300 structures.  The Wisconsin Historical Society has stated that the District contains “the finest collection of 1840s to 1915 architecture of any small town in Wisconsin.”
Both the architecture and historical significance of buildings along the tour route will be described.  Included will be the city’s most important commercial buildings, four of its historic churches, City Hall, and many Victorian homes.

Similar walking tours will be conducted during Evansville’s Harvest Windmill Festival on the September 17-18 weekend.

For further information contact John Decker at (608) 882-5528 or e-mail to grovesociety@gmail.com.
