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CHAPTER 4: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Outdoor recreation is recognized as a fundamental component of a productive and well-balanced life. It is the accepted notion in America that it is one of government's goals and responsibilities, as the public's agent in promoting the general welfare, to help provide such opportunities for its citizens. 
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	Key Terms in This Chapter

	Goals are general in nature and describe, usually in general terms, a desired future condition.  An example of a goal is “clean air and water.” 

Objectives are statements that describe specific actions or conditions that are to be attained within a stated period of time.  Objectives might include ordinance changes, new programs, and other tasks.  Objectives serve as a “to do” list to implement the plan. An example of an objective is: “construction of a shelter/bathroom at West Side Park by 2010.”




GOALS

The State of Wisconsin has developed a set of fourteen goals for local planning.  This Parks and Recreation Plan encompasses the spirit of these state goals, such as protection of natural areas and historic areas, development of land uses that preserve unique communities, and providing an efficient transportation system. 

The City of Evansville adopted a Smart Growth Plan in June 2005.  Several the goals of the SGP relate to outdoor recreation and are incorporated into the goals of this plan.

This planning effort is intended to provide decision-making guidelines that will assist in the fulfillment of the following goals:

GOAL 1: To provide a variety of high quality active and passive recreational opportunities.

1. To provide a range of recreational opportunities for different ages, tastes, and needs.

2. To maximize relatively scarce surface water resources of the city.

3. To encourage the use of suitable commercial recreational facilities in appropriate locations in the community.

4. To encourage the involvement of citizens and citizen groups in the planning and improvement of City parks.

5. To promote a variety of non-motorized transportation facilities, including bicycle and walking/running paths within the city and connections to regional trail and path networks and recreational facilities beyond Evansville.

GOAL 2: To preserve the natural and scenic resources of the city for the enjoyment of present residents and future generations.

1. To preserve environmental corridors, scenic views, natural land and areas of ecological significance.

2. To preserve currently known historic sites and anthropological sites that may be discovered in the future.

3. To integrate at the policy level, recreational considerations with other planning considerations such as land use.

4. To encourage conservation practices which improve the quality of the land and water.

5. To preserve wetlands in their natural state and conserve soils, water and forest resources.

6. To encourage uses of land and other natural resources which are in accordance with their character and adaptability.

7. To enhance the environmental assets and residential atmosphere of the city so that it continues to be an attractive place to live

GOAL 3: To provide open space in various locations throughout the community to assure park accessibility for all citizens and to prevent the overcrowding of land.

1. To provide adequate and easily accessible recreational facilities and parkland throughout the city.

2. To acquire and develop appropriate land to meet the recreational needs of a growing city.

3. To preserve especially suitable areas for eventual park or other recreational purposes.

GOAL 4: To fully utilize County, State and Federal resources in the pursuit of the above goals.

Objectives

The Park and Recreation Board has developed these objectives for each year of this five-year plan.  To be effective, objectives must be evaluated regularly and updated as necessary. 

2007

1. Complete Construction of Shelter/Bathroom at Countryside Park 

2. Develop “Gateway” at Franklin Park, including information kiosk, flagpole set, landscaping, and picnic shelter 

3. Add more solar panels to hot-water heating system at Veterans Memorial Pool 

4. Complete re-roofing of Boy Scout Shelter in Lake Leota Park 

5. Purchase field mower to prepare newly seeded soccer fields at West Side Park for use in 2008.

2008

1. Complete solar panel construction for hot-water heating system at Veterans Memorial Pool

2. Install paved road and parking lot for West Side Park, entering off 6th Street

3. Install playground equipment at West Side Park

4.  Prepare soccer fields at West Side Park for use in fall of this year

5. Begin landscaping of West Side Park, primarily by grass seeding.

5. Acquire land for Dog Park

2009

1.  Restore Lake Leota by dredging to adequate depth and restore shoreline.

2. Re-pave roads in Lake Leota-Leonard Park

3.  Construct shelter and restrooms at West Side Park

4.  Construct maintenance shed at West Side Park

2010

1. Construct baseball field, basketball and tennis courts at West Side Park

2. Complete landscaping West Side Park

2011

1. Restore stone work and stone creek-retaining walls at Lake Leota Park

2. Develop off-road bike/hike trail around Lake Leota

22

23

