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	Key Terms in This Chapter

	The Plan Commission is created by City Ordinance. It has seven members, including the mayor as presiding officer, the city engineer, two alderpersons and three citizens appointed by the mayor.

The Park & Recreation Board is created by City Ordinance. It has seven members, including one alderperson as presiding officer and six citizen members, all of whom are appointed by the mayor. The Board supervises the parks, lakes and streams in the city, as well as the Veteran’s Memorial Pool, Youth Baseball programs, the Park Store, and the Park Maintenance Department. See Appendix D.




Park land and open space serve many important functions in a community. Parks can serve a limited neighborhood area, a portion of the City, an entire community, or a region by providing space and facilities for active and passive outdoor recreation. Open space can take the form of parks, greenbelts, wetlands and floodplain and may be either privately or publicly owned. Open space can serve many functions for a community other than recreation such as the following:

· preservation of scenic and natural resources 

· flood management

· protecting the area's water resources

· preserving prime agricultural land

· limiting development that may create hazards

· buffering incompatible land uses

· structuring the urban environment

Evansville’s parks and facilities within them are physical assets of the city with a long lifetime, just as the City Hall is, just as the city’s roads are.  This Parks and Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for the City of Evansville is an expression of the community’s goals and objectives, and current and future needs and demands for recreational facilities. The intent of this document is to plan for the maintenance and improvement of Evansville's recreational and open space resources by outlining a strategy to manage existing resources wisely, and to develop new resources to meet future needs and demands.  

Evansville prepared and adopted its first Parks and Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan in 1994. This Plan is an update of the second Evansville Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan prepared in 1999. The specific purpose of this Plan is to guide the development and improvement of the City’s outdoor recreation facilities over the next five years (2007 – 2011) in order to meet the recreational needs and demands of the local residents. Adoption of each plan allows Evansville to become eligible to participate in grant programs, including the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON), the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks Program (ADLP), the Urban Green Space Program (UGS), and the Urban River Grants program.

The City of Evansville has the responsibility for implementing the Plan, including acquisition, improvement and development of outdoor recreation areas.  Policy decisions made by the City's Park & Recreation Board (PRB), Plan Commission (PC), and City Council for park programs and improvements shall be guided by the goals and recommendations of this adopted Plan. Actual public policy decisions or choices are contingent on funding sources, new opportunities and ideas, changing growth patterns, budget priorities, and changing community needs and desires. For this reason, the Plan should be reviewed annually, and a detailed update such as this should be completed every five years. The development and continual updating of a Parks and Outdoor Recreation Plan such as this becomes a valuable asset to a community and contributes to its stability and attractiveness. Updating the Plan every five years is also a requirement of the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a community such as Evansville to stay eligible for matching government funds for park land acquisition and facility improvements. But just as importantly, the City of Evansville needs to set a course of action for continued improvement of its parks and outdoor recreation system.

  Accomplishments Since the 1999 Plan was Written

The following park improvements and actions have been undertaken since the adoption of the 1999 Evansville Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan:

Leonard-Leota Park

Lower Ball Diamond Area  

· Resurfaced tennis courts  

· Converted one tennis court to skate park  

· Replaced walk bridge over Allen Creek, and made bridge ADA-accessible

· Upgraded playground equipment and provided safe playing surface

· Re-shingled lower shelter 

· Installed ADA-accessible picnic table, benches, trash receptacle and paved walkway from adjacent road (funded by private donation) 

Burr-Jones Field Area  

· Provided concrete floor at former horse barn and under new bleachers, which are ADA-accessible

· Provided ADA-accessible picnic tables  

· Provided electrical connections at former horse barn

· Constructed new restroom facilities at the Oscar Dietzsch pavilion

· Provided sidewalk from shelter to new drinking fountain and from fountain to bleachers

· Finished burying electrical lines

Upper Park Area

· Updated and improved playground equipment

· Finished burying electrical lines

· Added ADA-accessible picnic table

Pool Area/Park Store  


· Upgraded restrooms for handicapped accessibility

· Added designated handicapped parking spaces

· Re-shingled roof at park store and pool

· Provided zero-depth access to pool 

· Installed solar water heating panels on roof of dressing area

· Relocated grill hood to the roof

Dam and Waterways

· Added further riprap around lake

· Drained lake to prepare for future restoration

· Inspected dam and gained approval from WisDNR for Structural Integrity and Sluice Gate Operation

· Temporary repairs made to rock walls along Allen Creek

Other Areas

· Buried electrical lines 

· Improved landscaping at 2nd St. entrance to park

Franklin Park

· Increased park area by adding land formerly occupied by an abandoned building to north of existing park.
· Held citizen meetings in early 2006 to get input on how neighbors wanted park improved
· Moved electrical poles, fencing & scrub trees to diminish separation between old and new areas of the park.
· Moved, added equipment to, and improved playground area
· Landscaped entry to park from Main Street
· Added sign to identify park.
Brzezinski Park

· Added sign to identify park
Countryside Park

· Provided paved surface from street to sidewalk
· Designated handicapped parking area
· Provided bleachers
· Installed basketball backboard and concrete pad
· Installed additional playground equipment
· Installed sign to identify park
· Construct shelter with restrooms (work in progress)
West Side Park

· Acquired land for future development

· Held citizen meetings in 2005, culminating in a plan for the park approved on October 2005

· Installed gravel road from 6th Street to city well-house at NW corner of park

· Graded and seeded approximately a four-acre area for two future soccer fields

Methodology

It is the responsibility of the City Parks Board to prepare, adopt, and recommend a Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan to the Plan Commission and City Council. This plan has been developed with the assistance city staff. The following steps were followed to accomplish the Plan.

Step 1: Current Issues and Goals Meeting

The Park & Recreation Board held a Public Hearing on August 22, 2006. Citizens were asked to respond to the question, "What are the strengths and weaknesses of Evansville's park facilities and park programs?" Regrettably, no citizens attended the Public Hearing.  

The goals and objectives of the 1999 Parks Plan were reviewed by the PRB for this Plan. Goals serve as the foundation of the Plan. The 1999 goals were found to be still largely applicable.  The current goals and objectives appear in Chapter 4 of this document.

Step 2: Inventory and Analysis

To select the most appropriate actions to accomplish the goals and objectives, decision makers must understand the current conditions. Items of importance include physical, social, recreation resources, recreation needs, and regulatory conditions. In addition to current trends, general predictions must also be made because the Parks Plan is a plan for the future.

Step 3: Plan Development

The PRB then developed recommendations for park improvement projects and programs, as well as policies to guide park planning and development in the Community.

Step 4: Public Hearing and Plan Adoption

Upon selecting the optimum policy actions, the PRB approved the Plan on January 15, 2007 and recommended that the Plan Commission recommend approval of the plan to the City Council.  What follows in brackets is yet to occur: [The Plan Commission held a public hearing for the adoption of the Parks Plan and recommended approval of the Plan on February 6, 2007. The City Council approved the Plan on February 13, 2007.]

Step 5: Plan Implementation

To implement the Plan, several methods and procedures were proposed by the PRB. Implementation techniques include the schedule for capital improvements, funding sources for the improvements, regulatory strategies used by the City for park development, and plans for operation and maintenance of current and planned park and outdoor recreation improvements.

The Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan is a "living" document for the future. Therefore, if situations change and decisions may be made which are contrary to the recommendations of the Plan, the Plan must be amended.  Amendments to the Plan should be passed by the City Council, based on recommendations by the PRB and the Plan Commission.

It should be noted that this Plan is just that, a plan.  This plan is based on the best judgment of the Park and Recreation Board. It does not represent, however, a commitment by the City of Evansville to complete any particular project during the duration of the plan.  As always, implementation of the plan will depend upon adequate financial resources being made available by the City Council of the City of Evansville, by taxation, user fees, grant monies, private donations, or other as-yet unknown sources.
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